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WFA welcomes benching of Sam Newman

Women’s Forum Australia welcomes news today that Channel Nine has decided to bench Sam
Newman from further television appearances at least in the short term.

While we would have preferred Nine’s announcement to have been stronger in condemning
Newman for groping a mannequin designed to represent a female football journalist, rather than
framing it in terms of concerns for Newman'’s health, at least the executives have taken some
action.

Newman’s was an act of power and domination which made women who saw it feel sick to the
stomach. In our view, Nine was forced to act because of pressure applied by senior women
connected to the game and organisations like ours.

Women’s Forum Australia had encouraged all its members and supporters to contact sponsors
and companies advertising on The Footy Show and urge them to follow the lead of the ANZ Bank
which had pulled its advertising.

WFA's Board sent letters yesterday to the CEO’s and directors of companies connected to the
show which stated:

“We would urge you to consider whether you want the hard-earned reputation of your
company connected with The Footy Show, which has demonstrated its lack of respect for
women on this particular show, as well as others. We doubt you wish to be associated with
sexual harassment of any kind.

We are in the process of notifying all our members and supporters, providing them with the
details of the sponsors of the program, and encouraging them to act accordingly. We are
sure you recognise that it is primarily women who make the purchasing decision for their
families. Our women are very concerned about ethical decision making and assess the
actions of individual companies very carefully when making these decisions.”

It was our view that perhaps the executives of Channel Nine would understand the language of
money, if they hadn’t previously understood the level of offence to women.

We hope Newman'’s break is a long one and that he will return with a recognition of the deep hurt
and offence he caused and an understanding that women should be treated with respect and not
as sexual objects for the entertainment of Newman and men like him.
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